
Sensory Garden

Multicultural Sensory and Therapy Garden
Bringing a world of cultural landscapes to aged care. 
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SENSORY FOREST WALK
Densely planted trees create an enclosed canopy with Asian-style shade-loving foliage 
plants, and musical installations (xylophone, marimba, percussion, etc) beside the paths.
In addition to the concrete path, an ‘activity’ path provides a slightly higher level of 
challenge, using compacted gravel path surface (eg bluestone fines), a bridge, steps up and 
down, or stepping stones designed in collaboration with the MACS physiotherapy team.

STAN’S SHED AND MEDITERRANEAN TERRACE
Paved area in a southern European style, with strong colours, wrought iron, raw 
timber and white (as if whitewashed) walls and a grape-vine pergola providing 
summer shade and tables for activities. 
New glass doors and window/servery along the north wall to access the terrace.  
Renovate interior with more storage for physiotherapy equipment, and reclad 
exterior with a more traditional cladding (eg rendered).

ACTIVITY LAWN
Flat couch-grass lawn area for a range of uses, such as 
physiotherapy and exercise activities for small groups of residents 
using equipment (eg fitness balls, balance boards.stretch mats 
etc) that can be stored in the shed.  Drumming or percussion 
circles can be created, including for wheelchair bound residents.

OLIVE WALK
Seat placed at the end of a path lined with large 
terracotta or glazed pots and shaded by existing 
Olive trees.

EASTERN COURTYARD
Small outdoor room (6x6m) styled in the Eastern garden tradition 
with central water feature, geometric tiled paths, clipped hedges, 
traditional layout and a ‘window’ that opens out to the view over 
the creek.

CONCRETE PATH
Wheelchair-accessible concrete path 1.5m wide.

LOOKOUT
Circular paving node with feature paving and a seat.

ACCESS
New doorway into the space from the Piazza makes the 
garden more accessessible to all.
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The proposed landscape for the 
newly aquired area :

• will be wheelchair accessible

• have plenty of seats and places to enjoy the creek 
view

• upgrade Stan’s Shed as a focus for hospitality and 
activities

• appeal to a wide variety of cultural backgrounds

• provide spaces for physiotherapy activities

• be a sensory space with a variety of colours, 
textures, smells and sounds.
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Client: 	 Multicultural Aged Care 		
                    Services (Cultura Geelong)
Location: �	North Geelong, Victoria
Date: �	� Construction completed 2022
Budget: �	� $100k
Role: �	� Design, tenders & 

construction management

Our Approach
While the original brief simply requested an 
attractive garden for aged care residents, our 
design takes its core inspiration from the diverse 
origins of the community it serves.

The garden weaves together spaces evoking Asian, 
Mediterranean, and Eastern European landscapes to 
celebrate the residents’ rich cultural backgrounds. Key zones 
include a formal Olive Walk, a leafy Sensory Forest Walk, 
a tiled Eastern Courtyard, and a vine-clad Mediterranean 
Terrace.

Sweeping pathways link an outdoor sanctuary overlooking 
adjacent parkland to a multi-use lawn tailored for exercise, 
physiotherapy, and social gatherings. For those seeking 
adventure, a winding forest trail offers subtly varied path 
textures, while a dedicated ‘sound bath’ features tall Emperor 
chimes.

Fragrant foliage—rich with Mediterranean and culinary 
herbs—complements bold visual textures and vibrant colors 
selected specifically to assist the sight-impaired. Throughout 
the site, careful attention to levels and materials ensures the 
landscape is as safe and accessible as it is inspiring. 

Residents now find a variety of spaces to rest and enjoy being 
outdoors, whatever the season.
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