
Kindergarten playspace

The ‘Under the Yellow Gums’ Stage
Community vision for performance space celebrates local values

Our Approach
Local commmunity group Jan Juc Live asked us 
to help them develop a vision for a community 
stage in a local park. We responded and assisted 
the project from inception through concept 
design and into detail design and construction.

Through a series of meetings with the group we presented 
design options and precedent examples to help resolve the 
scale, style and potential cost of the the project.

With support of the Surf Coast Shire we were appointed to 
develop sketch designs in collaboration with local sculptor 
and artist Mark Trinham.  We prepared landscape concept 
plans to test community response and feasibility. 

The stunning building, designed by Zen Architects and built 
by local builders, features a vaulted roofline featuring Mark 
Trinhams sculptural elements. 

The project affirms connection to the local place, and 
celebrating the locally endemic Bellarine Yellow Gum trees.

This project was funded by the Australian Government under the 
Community Development Grants Program and was completed in 
December 2021.

Client: 	 Jan Juc Live, Surf Coast Shire
Location: �	Jan Juc, Victoria
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More Information
Staff and parents at this centre sought to 
improve the play experience for the children 
and invited us to prepare concept plans and 
tender drawings. 

The play area is small and intensely used, and we 
identified a number of opportunities to improve the 
way the playground contributed to development 
of movement skills (vestibular, proprioceptive, 
coordination), sensory awareness, and mental and 
creative stimulation along with safety.

The Concept Plan seeks to retain valued existing play 
elements, and ‘value-add’ new features, such as small 
spaces for refuge and imaginative play, natural loose 
materials, and planting.

A focus is to renovate the sandpit with rounded 
rendered walls and add water play, with a hand water 
pump and ‘waterplay path’.

Stage 1 of the project was constructed in 2014 and 
further works are planned.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Vestibulum at nisl nulla. 
Quisque dignissim, sapien dictum mollis tempus, tellus metus ullamcorper eros, 
eget vehicula sapien dui non tortor. Sed id egestas mi, condimentum laoreet justo. 
Vestibulum quis nulla sollicitudin, laoreet velit in, finibus sem. Sed mattis odio ex, 
quis efficitur quam gravida vel. Aliquam tincidunt nunc non viverra blandit. Donec 
porttitor, leo ac eleifend sodales, elit turpis aliquam ipsum, imperdiet scelerisque 
mi nisl et nulla. Praesent mollis nunc id porta lacinia. Sed viverra sapien a lacus 
bibendum iaculis. Proin eget pharetra tellus, vitae condimentum nibh. Donec nec 
facilisis quam.

Vestibulum at nulla vel est efficitur facilisis quis vel erat. Sed sed aliquam nunc. 
Nam lectus nibh, auctor et nisi in, maximus cursus lorem. Quisque vestibulum elit 
et turpis finibus semper. Integer sollicitudin diam quis arcu vestibulum vehicula. 
Donec molestie vehicula odio. Aliquam nec dictum justo. Pellentesque sagittis ultrices 
augue, et accumsan arcu lacinia sed. Integer massa mauris, posuere ut tristique nec, 
suscipit nec nisi. Sed egestas fermentum interdum. Nunc ut dolor sit amet ex lobortis 
egestas. Sed elit nulla, sagittis vitae finibus sed, viverra non nibh. Duis volutpat, lectus 
a rhoncus gravida, dui eros euismod ante, aliquam ornare tortor ipsum eu mauris.

Morbi eu felis imperdiet, rhoncus metus a, imperdiet turpis. Nullam porta libero 
ut tellus rutrum eleifend. Sed vel elementum massa. Quisque scelerisque, nibh at 
eleifend volutpat, enim dui vestibulum dolor, et accumsan lectus felis vel dolor. Fusce 
porttitor faucibus justo. Ut efficitur sed lacus non rhoncus. Nam rhoncus, felis vitae 
malesuada malesuada, tortor mauris gravida eros, ut auctor nulla sem id nisl. Cras 
euismod ultrices nisi in commodo. Cras lectus est, sagittis a metus nec, vehicula 
efficitur ex. Aliquam auctor, sapien nec aliquam eleifend, leo est euismod dui, sit amet 
egestas odio justo quis ligula. Suspendisse potenti. Ut porttitor vulputate lobortis. 
Integer ultrices est dictum eros euismod vulputate quis ut tellus.
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