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Our Approach
The vision for the landscaping around the 
new Shire offices in Bannockburn is to 
demonstrate fire-wise landscape techniques 
and the flora of the Western Plains as well 
as supporting council’s policies on health, 
wellbeing and the environment, 

The entry landscaping features raised, irregularly 
shaped beds of rusty coreten steel with low native 
and indigenous groundcovers and vertical salvaged 
tree trunks, marked and scarred black by fire, as an 
interpretive reminder of historic fire events.

The outdoor staff area provides space for work and 
relaxation, with tables, soft grass, shady deciduous 
trees, BBQ, bike parking and Wifi/data connectivity.

A 50KL underground concrete water tank stores 
harvested stormwater for irrigation and creates a 
grassy mound that frames the staff area with rock 
gabion retaining walls

The project included concept design, documentation 
and inspections during the construction phase, with 
completion expected in late 2019. 

Project Specs
Client:  Golden Plains Shire
Location:   Bannockburn, Victoria
Date:   Completion due 2019
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Charred timber finishes Acer campestre ‘Queen Elizabeth’ Acer platanoides ‘Globosum’ Drooping Sheokes Gabion retaining wall

Coreten steel edging

Pebble Seats (Quatro Designs)

N

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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LARGE TREE
Eucalyptus camaldulensis - River Red Gum 
or Brachychiton populneus - Kurrajong

DROOPING SHEOKE AVENUE
Existing rows of Allocasuarina verticillata 
(Drooping Sheoke) continued along new 
pathways.

GABION WALLS
Rock-filled welded mesh gabion baskets 1.0m 
high.

OUTDOOR STAFF AREA
Space for work and relaxation, with tables, 
soft grass, shade trees, BBQ, bike parking 
and Wifi/data connectivity.
Deciduous trees provide cool places to sit 
Acer campestre - Hedge Maple
Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Shademaster’  

SHEOKE GROVE
Gravel pathway through massed Drooping 
Sheokes, with bench seat - a space to get 
‘away from it all’ for lunch or a private 
conversation.WASTE STORAGE AREA

Concrete surface with robust timber 
screening vehicle crossing and vegetative 
screening. Existing memorial tree to be 
removed.

MEMORIAL TREE
Proposed location for new tree and 
relocated plaque replacing the memorial 
tree planted by Hon Sir Henry Winneke 
to mark the opening of the original 
building in 1981. 

DEMONSTRATION GARDEN
A series of raised planting beds set into 
gravel surfaces and serpentine feature paved 
entry path, with low native and indigenous 
groundcovers, and edged with rusted steel 
coreten edging. 

Blobby, amorphous shapes are inspired by 
patterns of vegetation mapping, or water 
drops on a flat surface (plains landscape).

Plant species to be chosen to demonstrate 
‘fire-wise’ landscape design techniques, with 
interpretive panels to communicate Council 
and CFA recommendation for landscaping 
in fire-prone areas.

FIRE-TREE SENTINELS
Vertical salvaged tree trunks, marked 
and scarred black by fire, are an interpre-
tive reminder of historic fire events and 
coordinate with the use of salvaged timber 
for the building.

EXISTING TREES REMOVED

FORECOURT AREA
Concrete paving gives way 
to swirls of polished exposed 
aggregate linking the entry 
and a collection of rounded 
Quatro Design ‘Pebble’ seat.
Directional and information 
signage, visitor cycle parking 
loops, flagpoles provided.

RAIN GARDEN
Narrow planting area along the 
north facade recieves rainwater 
from the roof, for passive irrigation 
and treatment before disposal to 
the stormwater system. 
Dianella (Flax LIly), 
Ficinia nodosa (Club rush)
Lomandra longifolia cultivars

MAIN COURTYARD
Paved outdoor space with small deciduous feature tree and 
casual seating for relaxation or informal meetings.
Tree to be max 6-7m high to avoid shading solar panels
Acer platanoides ‘Globosum’
Lagerstroemia indica ‘Tuscarora’ or 
Malus sargentii (Sargents Crabapple)

SERVICES
Grass or gravel surfacing around 
building services.

REPLANTING
Existing garden beds along southern facade 
of the building replanted with more shade-
tolerant plants,
Correa reflexa (Native Fuchsia)
Prostanthera sp (Native Mint Bush)
Acmena smithii (Dwarf Lilly Pilly)

EAST COURTYARD
Paved outdorr area with Greenscreen trellis 
along eastern wall, with evergreen climbers 
eg Gelsemium sempervirens (Carolina 
Jessamine) or Passiflora edulis (Passionfruit).
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IRRIGATION WATER STORAGE
50KL Concrete water tank (5.9 diam x 2.3)
for harvested stormwater, set down 1.5m and 
mounded over with earth, turf and planting.
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Image: Baumgart Clarke Architects


