
Smythesdale Botanic Gardens Reserve
Master Plan finds a way to preserve a much-loved community asset
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PROPOSED ACTION PLAN
CONCEPT MASTERPLAN

1. Remove Monterey Cypress trees (Trees 15-19, 20, 21, 24 
& 26) along north & west side of events space, and replant 
with fast-growing shade trees (eg Wattles) for quick shade, 
and long-lived evergreens (eg conifers). Mass-plant small 
areas around picnic area nodes to provide shelter and 
privacy. Construct perimeter path and gravel picnic area 
nodes (see 5 below), 

2. Undertake urgent actions identified in Arborists report, 
including tree removal and deadwooding, relocating seats 
from under high-risk trees.

3. Create a linking pathway between the camping area and 
toilets/BBQ area.

4. Creating a direct pathway link to the Rail Trail.

5. Create a gravel perimeter pathway linking picnic areas and 
gravel picnic areas ‘nodes’ of varying sizes for large and 
small groups, with tables and benches. 

6. Construct two additional picnic shelters for tent campers 
and other garden users. 

7. Upgrade grassed area for events as demand requires.

8. Develop attractive shaded lawn area adjacent to SS 
Monterey as an alternative picnic space.
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9. Install gates and bollards to manage vehicle access to event space.

10. Provide fire pits for campers and other garden users.

11. Screen planting between the camping area and event space.

12. Locate the memorial seats along the perimeter path and install 
interpretive signage regarding the history of the gardens, and the 
significance of the local identities who are honoured on the seats.

13. Relocate and screen rubbish bins.

14. Remove the fence around the playground to open up visual 
connection to the carpark. Pland shrubs and trees around the carpark 
as a windbreak.

15. Creatively respond to tree removals, creating themed sculptures as 
the opportunity arises.

16. Undertake drainage improvements of low-lying areas.

17. Create rest area at rail trail entry with signage, water tap and seat.

18. Prepare landscape plan for staged replanting of senescent and high-
risk trees, starting with replanting trees on the north side of the events 
space as noted above (Action #1).

19. Potential location of ornamental garden beds, design and extent to be 
determined (potentially part of the landscape plan brief noted above). 
Arrangement shown is indicative only.

Our Approach
The Golden Plains Shire facilitated this project, 
supporting the Smythesdale Progress Association 
in resolving how to plot a future for the historic 
former Botanic Gardens Reserve. 

The gardens were established in the 1860’s and show 
several periods of planting, reflecting its changing use from 
a primary role in acclimatisation, towards recreational use 
and decline during the early 1900’s. 

The Progress Association saw an opportunity to increase 
visitors to town by promoting the reserve as an overnight 
stopover for caravans and campers. 

Our role was to help the community identify issues and 
opportunities and then agree on priority actions and a plan 
for improving and managing the Reserve.

A comment from the client illustrates how a 
masterplanning process can help to identify key ideas and 
implementation of the plan over time:

 “Thankyou for meeting with us today, I was really 
impressed by how you managed to bring together such 
a divergent group with differing opinions and beliefs and 
incorporate our often conflicting contributions.  Nothing 
like working with a community committee to test your 
facilitation skills!

The Master Plan that you have developed for the 
Smythesdale Gardens is bright, clear and inspiring, 
We really appreciate your skills and flexibility in 
accommodating our needs into a most useful document 
that will assist us in the development of the Reserve, and 
look forward to involving you further in the micro design of 
specific areas once we determine our priorities.”

Bill Mac Neill,  Smythesdale Progress Association, 
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